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“My America ” Journal 
Developed in conjunction with the Great Books Foundation 

Student learning objective: To watch selected author videos purposefully in order to gather 
responses that will later be synthesized in writing.  

  
Instructions 
 

1.) Watch the videos starting at the following link: my-america.org/exhibit 
2.) Use the blue buttons on the side of the page to view the videos of each theme.  
3.) Respond to the following prompts using this journal.  
4.) Once complete, fill out the following survey: www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZJ33LPR 

 
 
Prompts 

1. Watch the video clips of authors addressing the themes: Motivation, Identity, Influences, 
“Meaning of American.” Do you share similar thoughts on the addressed themes with these 
authors? 
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2. Write a response to one of the following suggested writing questions as it relates to the 
theme.  

• Motivation: What are the most important motivations these authors have for writing about their 
experiences of coming to the United States from another country?  

• Identity: In what ways did coming to the United States from another country shape the way these 
authors think of their identities?  

• Influences: What were the most important influences on their own writing that these authors shared?  

• Meaning of “American”: How did these authors describe how they define being “American” and how 
they see themselves in relationship to that idea?  
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3. Write your responses to the questions below about the additional themes.  

• Identity: What other factors influenced these authors to write? 

• Influences: Are there cultural influences like music, food, film or art that influence the authors’ writing? 

• Home: What does “home” mean to you? Do you share aspects of home with any of the authors featured 
in the videos?  

• Language: Describe how the authors’ writing is influenced by speaking or understanding multiple 
languages.  
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4. Share your reactions and insights on the additional themes: Languages, Process, “Othering”, Journey, 
Community, Duality and Home. 
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